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class of 1994, 71 percent went on to col-
lege. Of the 58 graduates who were on
welfare, all but 7 are working or in col-
lege. At 21 percent, the school’s drop-
out rate is considerably lower than the
State average of 51 percent—and that’s
particularly good if you consider that
most students failed in the traditional
system.

Hamilton Terrace’s success is well-
known across Louisiana, and I am
proud that it will be recognized nation-
ally as well. It is an outstanding exam-
ple of the real successes that are going
on all around us. I congratulate its
principal, John Baldwin, and all of its
staff and students for their good work.∑
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CHARACTER COUNTS WEEK

∑ Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, sev-
eral months ago, the Senate passed
Senate Resolution 103, designating the
week of October 15–21, 1995, as National
Character Counts Week. Across the
country, hundreds of towns, cities,
schools, and 60 national organizations
ranging from the YMCA to the Little
League, encompassing about 35 million
young people and adults, celebrated
this week.

As most in this chamber are aware,
character counts advocates the teach-
ing of the six pillars of character, six
ethical values that transcend political,
cultural, religious, and socioeconomic
differences: trustworthiness, respect,
responsibility, caring, fairness, and
citizenship.

The character counts nationwide ef-
fort is one whose time has come. As
explained in the Carnegie Council on
Adolescent Development report,
‘‘Great Transitions,’’ adolescents need
help and support from not just their
families and schools, but also the en-
tire community. I agree with the state-
ment of Julius Richmond, professor of
health policy at Harvard Medical
School and surgeon general under
President Carter, ‘‘The schools go their
way, the after-school programs go their
way. . . . This report really points out
the importance of all community re-
sources coming together.’’

The idea of a total community ap-
proach is an important one. This is
why I am such an enthusiastic sup-
porter of the character counts pro-
grams across the State of New Mexico.
By way of background, about a year
ago, I asked the Mayor of Albuquerque
Martin Chavez (D), to join me in a bi-
partisan effort to establish a com-
munitywide character counts program.
We pursued this effort with the local
churches, the entire Albuquerque pub-
lic school system, civic and social or-
ganizations, unions, the police depart-
ment, parent groups, and the private
sector. As a result, Albuquerque be-
came the first city in America to adopt
a citywide character counts program.

Several weeks ago, the spokesman
for the national Character Counts Coa-
lition, actor and producer Tom Selleck,
joined me in Albuquerque to visit
schools participating in this commu-

nity effort. I cannot begin to relate the
excitement of the students at the
Osuna Elementary and the Garfield
Middle Schools as the entire student
body met in their gymnasiums to
honor their character counts programs.

The schools were celebrating the
word of the month, citizenship. The
students were able to discuss what citi-
zenship meant and why it was impor-
tant, and the little ones loved to shout
out the spelling of ‘‘citizenship’’ or join
in the singing of the theme song about
character. The character counts mes-
sage is being delivered city-wide by
many different voices, and it is obvious
the children and teachers are enthu-
siastic participants in this program.

After the successful startup of the
Albuquerque character counts model,
other New Mexico communities started
similar programs. Roswell invited
other nearby towns to join them in the
effort so that the program could be de-
veloped beyond the city’s geographical
boundaries, and this communitywide
program has exceeded the expectation
of the hundreds of organizations and
individuals who have joined forces to
support character counts. As an exam-
ple, in honor of Character Counts
Week, at the annual high school foot-
ball game, the entire halftime program
was devoted to character counts. The
event included all of the high schools
and middle schools in the area.

The State of New Mexico received
one of the Department of Education
grants for developing character edu-
cation programs, a grants program
that we developed and passed on last
year’s Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act. These funds will help many
other New Mexico communities who
are initiating similar character edu-
cation programs in their schools and
youth organizations.

To emphasize that this issue is one of
concern to millions of Americans be-
sides New Mexicans, I think it is note-
worthy that after Roswell was featured
on a nationally televised news story,
my State office has received more than
1,000 requests from all across the coun-
try for information about establishing
a character counts program. This is
something new and vibrant—an ap-
proach that touches the lives of chil-
dren and adults alike. It reaches out to
encircle the youth with similar mes-
sages—that respect and responsibility
and caring, for example, are appro-
priate responses and actions.

The Albuquerque Public School Dis-
trict, consisting of 118 schools, has now
developed an extensive and remarkable
program. As stated in their recent re-
port:

What began in APS as a grass roots move-
ment in schools interested in promoting
more productive behavior in their students,
has grown to be a focus area in the strategic
planning process for the district and a major
educational goal of the superintend-
ent. . . . What followed was an outpouring
of interest and action as schools enthusiasti-
cally integrated the pillars of character into
their own curricula.

I ask that the text of the APS report be
printed in the RECORD at the conclu-
sion of my remarks.

As we read report after report about
the state of America’s children, and we
know from talking with parents, teach-
ers, and community leaders that chil-
dren need strong and compassionate
support, I believe that the character
counts program is one effort that can
help. As important, I believe the model
established in cities across New Mexico
is the right approach. It is an all-en-
compassing approach that does not
start and stop with the ringing of a
school bell, or last for a single hour in
church or at a youth organization
meeting. Instead, the communitywide
approach really says that with a rather
simple and single message, everyone
cares, and that everyone in that city is
willing to put time, money and energy
behind its youth.

Mr. President, for the last 2 years we
have passed a resolution in support of
National Character Counts Week. I
know I speak for the other nine Sen-
ators of the Senate character counts
group when I say that our legislative
efforts are a support mechanism for the
really important grass roots efforts we
see across this country. The reason
character counts programs are develop-
ing in schools and communities across
America is because there is a genuine
quest for resolving the problems of our
young citizens. This program is an ap-
proach where everyone, young and old,
can be part of a larger effort to make
their towns and cities better places to
work and live. It seems to me that this
approach is well worth the effort, and I
offer my congratulations to the thou-
sands of committed citizens who are
working together and building a pro-
gram not only for the good of the
present, but also for the next, genera-
tion of Americans.

The report follows:
APS CURRICULUM SUPPORT

The Albuquerque Public School District
opened the 1995–96 school year with renewed
dedication to the principles of character edu-
cation as exemplified in the Character
Counts! philosophy. What began in APS as a
grass roots movement in schools interested
in promoting more productive behavior in
their students has grown to be a focus area
in the strategic planning process for the dis-
trict and a major educational goal of the Su-
perintendent. When the Board of Education
for the Albuquerque Public Schools endorsed
the pillars of character as named in the Jo-
sephson Foundation’s Aspen Declaration, it
wisely left the implementation of this phi-
losophy up to the teachers and principals of
the 188 schools in the district. What followed
was an outpouring of interest and action as
schools enthusiastically integrated the pil-
lars of character: trustworthiness, respect,
responsibility, citizenship, caring, and fair-
ness, into their own curricula.

For 1995–96 APS has adopted a goal for
character education, stating, ‘‘The Albuquer-
que Public Schools will provide learners of
all ages the knowledge and ethical founda-
tion needed to become productive citizens in
our community.’’ Objectives to meet this
goal are:

The Albuquerque Public Schools has en-
dorsed and will support the Character
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Counts! program as a way to develop char-
acter based on the six core ethical values.

The Albuquerque Public Schools will con-
tinue collaborations with community enti-
ties to reach agreements about the role of
each in promoting ethical behavior among
young people and adults in various aspects of
life.

The Albuquerque Public Schools commit
to creating models of ethical behavior
among all adults who serve students and
schools.

The APS Core Curriculum will continue to
give explicit attention to character develop-
ment as an ongoing part of school instruc-
tion. Materials, teaching methods, partner-
ships, and services for school programs shall
be selected by APS, in part, for their capac-
ity to support the development of character
among youth and adults.

The Albuquerque Public Schools will pro-
vide training to enable schools and other ad-
ministrative units to implement the prin-
ciples of character education.

All schools will examine school curricu-
lum, classroom practices, and extra curricu-
lar activities to identify and extend opportu-
nities for developing character.

APS School to Work initiatives will inte-
grate character education with the employ-
ability skills necessary to prepare students
to enter the workplace.

The emphasis on character education in
the public schools has been met with imme-
diate and enthusiastic support in the busi-
ness and volunteer community in Albuquer-
que. Members of the Leadership Council
formed to support Character Counts! include
representatives from financial institutions,
non-profit youth agencies, Sandia National
Laboratory, the NAACP, the NM Bar Foun-
dation, the Chamber of Commerce, the City
of Albuquerque, the Albuquerque Teachers
Federation, and others. This coalition was
formed to support the Character Counts ini-
tiative financially, and by giving parents in
the work force the same message given to
their children in schools. The marketing
committee from this council planned and im-
plemented a Character Counts rally in Albu-
querque’s Civic Plaza. Character Counts day
at the New Mexico State Fair, and numerous
other events to support the program. Citi-
zens of Albuquerque read the Character
Counts message on billboards, on soft drink
cans, and in city utility bills.

As schools begin conversations based on
character education, they enjoy the freedom
to plan learning activities tailored for their
own students, staff, and communities. Dis-
trict support for these ventures in the first
year included a training session given by Mi-
chael Josephson, founder of Character
Counts, for representatives of each geo-
graphical cluster of schools. There teachers,
parents, and administrators will act as train-
ers and facilitators for the rest of the school
district and community. Other support ac-
tivities included the development of a bibli-
ography for Character Counts based on the
six pillars, a parent manual for use in
schools, and a manual for administrators in-
terested in initiating a program in their own
schools.

Second year support activities include the
distribution of a commitment form for
schools to indicate their plans for character
education to district administrators, fol-
lowed by a starter kit to be distributed to in-
terested teachers and students. Other admin-
istrative units in the public schools have de-
veloped their own plans for character edu-
cation, including a program for school bus
behavior and safety. Join-A-School business
partnerships in 1995–96 will focus on respect,
responsibility, and trustworthiness as dem-
onstrated in school-to-work training.

Much of the growth in the second year of
Character Counts involvement will be sup-

ported by a grant through the New Mexico
State Department of Education and the U.S.
Department of Education. The New Mexico
Character Education Pilot Project will allow
the school district to continue its formal
plans to provide extended training in char-
acter education, further develop a marketing
component, involve parents and community
members as active partners in character edu-
cation, mentor a Native American school/
community in character education, and de-
velop a clearinghouse for information relat-
ed to character education.

The true joy in the growing involvement of
APS schools in character education is found
not in administrative structure and plan-
ning, but in the classrooms and school pro-
grams developed to support Character
Counts. Examples of student participation
include school Character Counts kickoffs
like the one at Cochiti Elementary School
where staff and students celebrated the word
of the month with original songs, raps, and
poetry, all focused on ‘‘Respect.’’ At this
school, student-authored slogans are an-
nounced daily and posted in the cafeteria to
remind everyone to be respectful to self and
to others. At Sombra del Monte Elementary
School, teachers and parents performed skits
demonstrating ‘‘respect’’ to the delight of
their students. Students at Chelwood
launched their program as they released bal-
loons, each representing a pillar of Character
Counts. The students attached cards to the
balloons, asking the finder to return the card
to the school. Children at Wherry Elemen-
tary School sang a rap they composed about
character and children performed examples
of ‘‘do’s’’ and ‘‘don’ts’’ of good character at
an all school assembly. Middle school activi-
ties include rewarding students at Madison
Middle School for demonstrating behavior
related to the six pillars by presenting cou-
pons good for redemption at local businesses,
and holding a Jog-A-Thon to kickoff activi-
ties at Grant Middle School. McKinley Mid-
dle School hosted a breakfast for its school
bus drivers to begin their pilot project inte-
grating school bus safety and the concepts of
Character Counts. Eldorado High School stu-
dents are reminded of Character Counts with
the printing of the six pillars above all
school doorways.

While APS is presently caught up in the
launching of the Character Counts! philoso-
phy, members of the district know that the
true test of the value of this initiative will
lie far down the road for our young students.
The participants in Character Counts in the
Albuquerque Public Schools believe the true
value in this program will be measured in
succeeding years, when student learning and
behavior reflects not only the enthusiasm of
launching a worthwhile program, but dem-
onstrates the internalization of the six pil-
lars of Character Counts.∑
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ARCTIC NATIONAL WILDLIFE
REFUGE

∑ Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I would
like to take a few moments to speak on
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

In their budget reconciliation pack-
age, Republican budget planners have
mandated the oil exploration and drill-
ing of the fragile coastal plain of the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. This
125-mile stretch is the last protected
area of the 1,100-mile Alaskan coast-
line. It is home to many precious spe-
cies including caribou, polar bears,
golden eagles, and grizzly bears.

We have all seen the devastation
wreaked by the drilling of the North
Slope of Alaska and Prudhoe Bay. Be-

fore oil was discovered in the North
Slope, it was part of the largest intact
wilderness in the United States. The
oil development of the North Slope has
resulted in hundreds of open waste pits
containing millions of gallons of oil in-
dustry waste and the destruction of
thousands of acres of wildlife habitat.
There is no reason to believe that the
drilling of the coastal plain would
produce any less devastating effects.
The damage caused by the construction
of oil rigs, roads, and pipelines and the
inevitable oil and chemical spills are
simply not worth the assumed revenues
of this short term private gain induced
pillaging.

As stewards of our few remaining
wildlife refuges, I believe that we have
an obligation to protect them and the
animals that seek shelter within them.

Mr. President, I also ask that an edi-
torial by Jessica Mathews, which ap-
peared in the Washington Post on Oc-
tober 23, 1995, be printed in the RECORD.

The article follows:
[From the Washington Post, Oct. 23, 1995]

LUSTING AFTER BLACK GOLD

(By Jessica Mathews)

Alaskans think they have a terrible finan-
cial problem. To solve it they propose to ruin
the last protected fragment of the arctic
coastal plain—part of the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge (ANWR)—by opening it to oil
drilling.

Here’s the problem. Alaska has no state in-
come tax, no sales tax and the lowest fuel
taxes in the nation. It has the highest per-
capita income from the federal government
of any state. State spending is twice the na-
tional average. And it has an $18 billion sav-
ings account, the Permanent Fund, that pro-
vides an annual Christmas-in-September
check of a little less than $1,000 for every
man, woman and child. You might think of
it as Saudi Alaska.

Here’s the bad news. The North Slope oil
revenues that underwrite this easy living are
drying up, and the state now has a half-bil-
lion-dollar deficit that’s heading skyward.

One can still think offhand of about 49 gov-
ernors who would love to have a fiscal prob-
lem like Alaska’s. Solutions leap to the
mind. Impose a small sales tax. Raise the
fuel tax a bit. Cut the most egregious spend-
ing frills. Use some of the income from the
oil-funded savings account for the purpose
for which it was created instead of as a uni-
versal bonus entitlement. Alaskans have a
different answer. Drill ANWR—and hope that
puts off the day of reckoning for a few more
years.

In an unguarded moment of honesty, Alas-
ka’s congressional delegation—Sens. Ted
Stevens (R) and Frank Murkowski (R) and
Rep. Don Young (R)—made the linkage ex-
plicit in a recent letter to constituents. The
relevant passage says, in full: ‘‘Oil revenue
funds about 85 percent of the state’s budget,
but Prudhoe Bay is in decline. The adminis-
tration is threatening to veto legislation to
open the coastal plain.’’

The other arguments for drilling in the ref-
uge range from flimsy to specious. For years,
a favorite has been that it would enhance na-
tional security by reducing the country’s oil
import dependence. That won’t wash any-
more since Congress and the administration
have agreed to lift the 22-year-old ban on ex-
porting Alaskan oil. If we need to reduce oil
imports, why export our own?

The best came Presidents Reagan and Bush
could make for opening ANWR was that
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